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Overview

• What is secondary analysis?

• Types of projects 
• Description

• Methodological advancement

• Re-analysis

• Re-study

• Ethical issues
• Access and licensing

• Citation

• Methodological issues
• Recontextualising

• Sampling

• Further resources



A note on terminology



What is the UK Data Service?

• a comprehensive resource funded by 

the ESRC

• a single point of access to a wide 

range of secondary social science data 

• support, training and guidance



Who is it for?

• Academic researchers and students

• Government analysts

• Charities and foundations

• Business consultants

• Independent research centres

• Think tanks



Types of data collections

• Survey microdata
• Cross-sectional

• Panel / Longitudinal

• Aggregate statistics
• International macrodata

• Census data
• Aggregate data for 1971 -2011

• Microdata for 1991, 2001 and 2011

• Qualitative and mixed methods data

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/uk-survey-series.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/cohort-and-longitudinal-studies.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/international-macro-databanks.aspx
http://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/aggregate-data.aspx
http://census.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/microdata.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/key-data/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-data.aspx


Sources of data

• Official agencies – mainly central government

• International statistical time series

• Research institutions

• Individual academics - research grants

• Market research agencies

• Public records/historical sources



http://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk

http://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/


Re-use projects

• Description

• Literature review  with data

• See more data, not limited to published extracts

• Research design and methodological advancement

• Study sampling, data collection methods, topics guides

• Compare original interview schedule questions actually asked in the interview

• Re-analysis

• Very different – comparative keyword analysis of illness 

narratives Seale and Charteris-Black (2008) 

• “Similar” topics, but with different focus (Bornat et al. 2012)

• Re-study



Re-study: School Leavers Study 

Principal investigator: Ray Pahl

In 1978, teachers at a comprehensive school on the Isle of Sheppey were asked to set an essay 

about 10 days before pupils were due to leave school. The essay asked students to imagine 

that they were nearing the end of their life, and that something had made them think back to the 

time when they left school. They were then asked to write an imaginary account of their life over 

the next 30 or 40 years. 



School Leavers Re-Study: Imagining the Future

Re-users: Graham Crow and Dawn Lyon



School Leavers Re-Study

Essay instructions 2009: Imagining the Future:

I want you to imagine that you are towards the end of your life. Look back over your life and say

what happened to you. Don't write a very exaggerated story, just tell the straightforward story of

your life as it might really be. Of course you cannot know what is going to happen to you, but

you can describe the sort of thing that could happen if things go as you expect or hope. Spread

your story over your whole life from the time of leaving school. Continue on another sheet as

necessary.



1978
Mundane & grounded jobs; gradual career 

progression; periods of unemployment.

2010
Well-paid, instantaneous jobs; choice but uncertainty;

influence of celebrity culture.

“It was hard finding a job, I failed a few chances, but 

eventually got what I wanted locally, a craft 

apprenticeship.” 

(Essay 27, male)

“I could not decide what to do. Then it came across my 

mind that I should be a body builder, and be good 

enough to enter the Mr Olympia contest. After that I went 

to an athletics club, within a few months I was scouted 

for the Olympics for the 200 metre sprint.” (Essay 10, 

male) 

“I was on the dole for six months after leaving school, 

until I got a job in a garage.” 

(Essay 42, male)

“I was 20 now living the dream I had a amazing band...I 

had toured the world 3 times sold 4 million records.” 

(Essay 30, male)

“When we found a house it was a semi-detached in 

Sittingbourne. I wanted to live in Italy but that was asking 

for too much.” 

(Essay 56, male)

“I arrive at my 3-bedroom luxury villa; I land my 

helicopter on my own heli-pad and walk inside. I grab my 

keys and jump in my Bentley Continental GTS.”  

(Essay 40, male) 

“I longed for something exciting and challenging.  But yet 

again I had to settle for second best.  I began working in 

a large clothes factory.” 

(Essay 104, female)

“In my future I want to become either: a dance teacher, 

hairdresser, or a Professional Show Jumper/horse rider.  

If I do become a dancer my dream would be to dance for 

Beyoncé or someone really famous.” 

(Essay 61, female)



http://www.livingandworkingonsheppey.co.uk/

http://www.livingandworkingonsheppey.co.uk/


National Child Development Survey

• Follows lives of 17,000 people born in one week of 1958.

• Collects information on physical and educational development, economic 

circumstances, employment, family life, health behaviour, wellbeing, social 

participation and attitudes.



National Child Development Survey

• In 1969, aged 11, children wrote 

essays about how they imagined 

their life would be like at age 25. 

• Over 500 essays.

• Now possible to match with data on 

how their lives actually turned 

out…at 25, 45, and 55.



Data Catalogue – conducting  a search

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data


Examples of recent acquisitions
• SN 854275 Visualising the lives of LGBTIQ Roma 2019-2020

• SN 853764 Effectiveness and cost-effectiveness trial of humanistic counselling in schools for young people with   

emotional distress (ETHOS) 2016-2019

• SN 853488 Death before birth: Understanding, informing and supporting the choices made by people who have 

experienced miscarriage, termination and stillbirth 2017

• SN 854130 Safe and sustainable cities: human security, migration and well-being 2017-2019

• SN 853678 New development frontiers? The role of youth, sport and cultural interventions 2017-2019

• SN 853824 Interviews on Brexit, trade, migration and higher education 2017-2018

• SN 854057 Education systems, aspiration and learning in remote rural settings 2016-2019

• SN 854342 Gentrification, displacement, and the impacts of council estate renewal in C21st London 2017-2020

• SN 853930 Activism in regions of crime-related violence and corruption 2017-2019

• SN 854317 Improving the experience of dementia and enhancing active life: living well with dementia cohort 

study 2016-2018

• SN 854174 EU families in Brexiting Britain 2017-2019

• SN 853792 Reading the riots: interviews with people involved in the London riots 2011

• SN 854061 Interviews with women in early sobriety 2019

• SN 853485 Smarter homes: Experiences of living in low carbon homes 2013-2018

• SN 853244 Gender and skilled migration in the IT sector: a comparison between India and the UK 2016-2018

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=854275
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853764
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853764
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853488
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853488
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=854130
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853678
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853824
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=854057
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=854342
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853930
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=854317
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=854317
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=854174
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853792
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=854061
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853485
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=853244


Data access

• Web access to data and metadata. Data are freely available to 
anyone who registers with the UK Data Service (dependent on 
licence).

• Data supplied in a variety of formats

- statistical package formats (e.g. SPSS, Stata) 

- databases and spreadsheets

- word processed documents, PDF documents etc.

• If you are at a UK University, you can use your own institutional 
username and password to log in and register with the UK Data 
Service. If you are not at a UK University you will have to apply for 
a UK Data Archive username and password.

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access.aspx
http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/sign-up/credentials-application


Accessing data - registration

• Click on the ‘login’ link on the UK Data Service homepage

• Click on ‘login to the UK Data Service’

• Find your University (or UK Data Archive) in the list of institutions 

and proceed to the login page

• Enter your login details

• Complete the registration form as a new user

• Accept the End User Licence

• Use the download/order link for the dataset you wish to access 

and create a project description

• Download the data in your chosen format

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/registration.aspx


Golden rules 

of secondary analysis

1. No onward sharing of data, even 

with research team.

2. All anonymized data needs to stay 

anonymous.

(If data comes doesn’t come from an 

archive with a data access policy, 

then check the terms and conditions 

of usage to see how data can be 

used and still abide by the above 

rules.)



Managing access to data

• available for download / online access under open 
licence without any registrationOpen

• available for download / online access to logged-in 
users who have registered and agreed to an End 
User Licence (e.g. not identify any potentially 
identifiable individuals)

• special agreements (depositor permission; approved 
researcher)

• embargo for fixed time period

Safeguarded

• available for remote or safe room access to 
authorised and authenticated users whose research 
proposal has been and who have received training

Controlled



How to download data
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/get-data/how-to-access/downloadorder.aspx


What does the collection look like?







Getting started with documentation

• Use documentation to re-
contextualise your data and 
better understand the 
limitations and opportunities 
of the data.

• Re-contextualise at different 
levels, including 
• Study level

• Data level

• Participant level

• Find out more about study-
level and data-level 
documentation: 
https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/ma
nage-data/document.aspx

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/manage-data/document.aspx




Sampling

• Select a subgroup based on shared social characteristics or a probability sampling procedure

• Mix and match from different collections into a customized dataset for your project

• Consider study-level context to ensure data are comparable













https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/citethedata.aspx

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/citethedata.aspx


Resources to help you get started

• Video tutorials

• Workshops and user meetings (check 

our news and events pages).

• Provide advice on research data 

management planning and 

preservation.

• Have you used our data in a publication 

or in the classroom? Please tell us 

about it! We can help to promote and 

demonstrate the impact of your work by 

featuring you in a Case Study.

• Got a query? See our help pages and 

FAQs.

https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/use-data/tutorials.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/news-and-events.aspx
http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/?sf=Case%20studies&df=CaseStudyTypeFacet_Research
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/help/faq.aspx


Case Study: April Gallwey

By considering the oral 

history archive as an ongoing, creative 

project - beyond the recorded interview 

- we are implicated as users in its 

potential to assist sociological and 

historical imagination.



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/2013/newsspec_5093/index.stm

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/2013/newsspec_5093/index.stm


Get connected

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice

https://twitter.com/UKDataService
@UKDataService

https://www.facebook.com/UKDataService

https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE

***Powerpoint slides from today are available.***

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us/contact.aspx
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKdataservice
https://twitter.com/UKDataService
https://www.facebook.com/UKDataService
https://www.youtube.com/user/UKDATASERVICE


Contact details:

Maureen Haaker

mahaak@essex.ac.uk

Questions


